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vSecret of the Seasonv 
“All differences in this world are of degree,    

and not of kind, because oneness is the          
secret of everything.”
-Swami Vivekananda

The Greatest Gift We Could Give 

Message from Dr. Da Giau: During a recent visit to The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, I read a message from the 
President and CEO, Daniel Weiss. He shared, “Museums have 
the power and responsibility to unite the world and connect 
people and cultures.” As a public school leader, I believe that 
this not only is a power and responsibility of museums, but it 
is the social responsibility of schools. Schools and families 
play a critical, partnered role in cultivating empathy for and 
appreciation of differing views and values through actions 
and words — through our role-modeling. -Continued on Page 4 
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From Our 
Family to Yours 
The Old Tappan faculty and 
staff and the Board of 
Education wish you and your 
family a relaxing December 
break and a peaceful, safe 
start to the new year! 

Change in Your 
Emergency Contact 
Information? 

Our emergency notification 
system and school office 
communication system, 
SchoolMessenger, is only 
efficient if your information is 
accurate in the Genesis 
Parent Portal. If any of your 
contact information has 
changed, please log into the 
Genesis Parent Portal to 
make the necessary changes. 
We want you to receive all 
notifications from us. 
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Art 
Appreciation 
Program 
The CDW art teacher,             
Ms. Watters, is seeking 
interested and enthusiastic community volunteers to serve as 
K-8 art docents as she launches an art appreciation program. 
This initiative will allow students to discover, find meaning in, 
and develop an appreciation for art of the past and present. 
If you are interested in becoming an art docent, Ms. Watters 
will provide you will all necessary materials and training. 
Please contact her at watterst@nvnet.org if you are interested 
in volunteering to be part of this worthwhile program. 

Kindergarten Registration 
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Planning for 
Our 2019 
Summer 
Enrichment 
Program 
We are ready to launch our July 
2019 Summer Enrichment 
Program, which will be held at 
TBD this year. The program will 
be open to students entering 
Kindergarten through Grade 4, 
as of September 2019.  

This year’s Summer Enrichment 
Program will be thematic.  

Weekly Themes:
Week 1 - July 8 - 12: 
✦ Space Exploration
Week 2 - July 15 - 19:
✦ Building Our Future
Week 3 - July 22 - 26
✦ Kids in Motion 
Week 4 - July 29 - August 2
✦ Back to Basics

Families will be able to select 
morning, afternoon, or all-day 
sessions. Families also have 
the option of choosing which 
week or weeks they would like 
their child(ren) to attend.  
Registration will open soon! In 
the meantime, direct any 
question to Mr. Lauriello at 
lauriello@nvnet.org.  

We look forward to another 
summer together. 

It’s time to begin registering incoming kindergarten 
students for 2019-2020 school year. If you have a child who 
will be 5 years old on October 1, 2019 or later, then follow 
the steps posted on our website for registration. There is an 
online portion, a paper portion, and an in-person portion to 
registration.  

After completing the online and paper registration portions, 
you may go to the TBD Main Office from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
any day during the week of 21 January for the in-person 
registration segment.  
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PARCC Is Now 
Known by a Different 
Name: Change in 
State Tests 
The State recently ended its membership with 
the interstate consortium of PARCC. However, 
we will still test on an online platform in 
statewide assessments now called the New 
Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA). 
This computer-based test will be administered in Language Arts (Grades 3 through 8), in Math   
(Grades 3 through 8 and Algebra), and in Science (Grades 5 and 8).  

The testing lengths and times have been reduced with the NJSLA. Language Arts item counts 
have been reduced resulting in only two testing units and reduced times for the testing units. Math 
item counts have been reduced resulting in reduced testing times and in fewer testing units for 
some grade levels.  

We will continue to administer this State test in the spring. The school offices will communicate 
more detailed information as the testing time gets closer.  

CDW Media Center’s  
Donor Plaque Completed 
Thank you to a l l o f the 
generous donors who helped 
to make the CDW Media 
Center project possible. The 
Donor P laque has been 
completed and is now hanging 
on the wall adjacent to the 
entryway of the Media Center. 
Projects like this would not be                 
possible in our schools without 
the unwavering support of our 
parent community, PTO, and 
Board of Education.  
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Sounds of            
the Season 

Children’s voices celebrate 
the season with joy! 
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Hands-on Learning: 
Rutgers Science Bus 
Travels to CDW 
The Rutgers Science Bus 
drove from New Brunswick to 
Old Tappan to provide our 
sixth-grade students with an 
on-board science learning 
experience. This year, the 
students learned about the 
petroleum industry. Then, 
using chemistry, math, and 
geology, they attempted to 
locate oil before going 
bankrupt, as they attempted 
to solve an industrial dilemma. 
The students worked 
collaboratively and applied 
newly learned information to 
endure a Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
problem-solving scenario.  

The Greatest Gift We Could Give 
- Continued from Page 1 
During this holiday time and throughout the year, role-
modeling is the greatest gift we could give our young 
people today. They watch us and listen to us, even when we 
do not realize they are doing so. It is critically important for 
us to remember that every interaction and communicative 
experience, even the most common and seemingly 
simplistic, is a rich learning experience for youngsters. 
Young people’s values, ideas, and skills are influenced by the 
examples that they see and hear around them.  

As we participate in lively conversations during these festive 
times, we must remain cognizant that adults hold the 
privileged power of modeling the types of practices in 
which we hope our children will engage. Whether at home 
or at school, children are always learning!  

We appreciate this social responsibility that we hold, so as 
advertised in our August Newsletter, interested parents and I 
are reading a book together and discussing it. Unselfie: Why 
Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World (2016), 
written by Dr. Michele Borba, provides readers with a 
blueprint to help parents and educators shift children’s focus 
from I, me, and mine to us, we, and ours. She posits that 
teens today are 40 percent less empathetic than they were 
30 years ago, and she pinpoints the forces causing this shift. 
Dr. Borba shares, “We are all humans who share the same 
fears and concerns, and deserve to be treated with dignity.” 
Please join us for our next Book Talk on Tuesday, 22 January, 
at 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM, to continue this important discussion 
on behalf of our children and our community! 

Gr. 6 Rutgers Science Bus Lab -  
The Petroleum Industry

Parent Book Club Title — It’s Not Too Late to Join! Next Session 1/22/19

http://www.oldtappanschools.org

